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to Hermes Tcismegistus, they are now known to be spurious;
and their pretensions could never have imposed upon any
person who had examined them by the hght of such know-
ledge as we still possess of the ancient Egyptian history and
religion: indeed, the gross syncretism in these writings of
Egyptian doctrines with those of the later Platonists too
manifestly betrays them as a forgery from the schools of
Alexandria. Forgery apart, however, the substance of the
Hermetic writings disconnects them wholly from masonic
objects : it consists of a romantic Theology and Theurgy ;
and the whole is very intelligible, and far from mysterious.
What is true of these Hermetic books is true a, fortiori of all
later writings that profess to deliver the traditional wisdom
of ancient Egypt.

3. If we look to ancient CHALIXSJA and PERSIA for the
origin of these orders, we shall be as much disappointed.
The vaunted knowledge of the Chaldseans extended only to
Astrology, the interpretation of dreams, and the common
arts of jugglers. As to the Persian Magi, as well before as
after the introduction of the doctrine of Zoroaster, they were
simply the depositaries of religious ideas and traditions, and
the organs of the public worship. Moreover, they composed
no secret order, but rather constituted the highest caste or
rank in the nation, and were recognised by the government
as an essential part of the body-politic. In succeeding ages
the religion of the Magi passed over to many great nations,
and has supported itself up to our clays. Anquatil du Perron
has collected and published the holy books in which it is
contained. But no doctrine of the Zendavesta is presented
as a mystery ; nor could any of those doctrines, from their
very nature, have been presented as such. Undoubtedly
amongst the Eosicrucian titles of honour we find that of
Magus ; but with them it simply designates a man of rare

and the hieroglyphics connected with it, consult Gatterer's essay DC
Theogonia Aegyptionmi in the 7th vol., and his essay De metempsy-
chosi, wwwrtalitatis animorum symbolo Aegyptio, in the 9th vol.,
of the Gottingen Transactions. The path opened by G-atterer has been
since pursued with success by Dornedden in his Amenophis and in his
new theory for the explanation of the Grecian Mythology: 1802.
Consult also Vogel's Essay on the Religion of the ancient Egyptians
and the Greeks : 4to. Nuremberg: 1793.